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before the close of 1939* Each youth received a monthly wage
of thirty dollars, part of it as a family allotment* A spruce-
green uniform was worn in winter, and in summer the olive
drab which many soon would don again with a more mili-
tary cut.* When the CCC's peak enrollment of nearly half a
million was reached in the autumn of 1935, Negroes com-
prised about a tenth, and those aboriginal woodsmen, the
Indians, a smaller fraction, t At first, needy lads were accepted
from both relief and nonrelief families, but in 1935 the lat-
ter were eliminated and the age span set at from seventeen
to twenty-eight. In practice, among the 2,750,000 recruits
who served up to the end of 1941, the great majority were in
their 'teens.
The turnover was rapid, thanks to the beckoning reality
or mirage of a regular job, restlessness, hankering for old
haunts or rebellion against discipline. All in all, about half
left before finishing their term of from six months to two
years. The bulk of those who stayed, however, benefited .
from the experience. It gave them better food and more reg-
ular habits than they had known at home, taught lessons of
hygiene, physical agility and manual "know-how/* often en-
grafted ambition and self-confidence. Per capita the CCC
proved the most expensive form of relief, costing about
eleven hundred and seventy-five dollars annually to maintain
each lad; but to offset this cost, in addition to gains in health
and self-respect, roads and trails were built, forest fires
* Between July, 1940, and June, 1941, no less than 300,000 enrollees
completed training and left CCC camps for military service and jobs in defense
industry. Kenneth Holland and F. E. Hill, Youth in the CCC (Wash., 1942),
124.
f Fostering a New Deal for the Indian, the Wheeler-Howard act of 1934
sought to conserve the tribal domain, provide a larger measure of self-govern-
ment and safeguards for civil rights, resettle landless persons and prevent spolia-
tion of natural resources. Under Commissioner of Indian Affairs John Collier
livestock cooperatives, arts and crafts and other tribal enterprises took a new-
lease on life. For good writing and photography on this subject, see Oliver
La Farge and Helen M. Post, As Long as the Grass Shalt Grow (N. Y., 1940) »

